
 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the Big Green Envelope – 
Autumn 2023 Edition 

The BGE is a pack filled with details of local sustainable /environmental information, new services and 
funding available to schools and community groups in Sefton.  Please note: Sefton Council is not 

responsible for the content of any information included that comes from an external organisation 

If you do not deal with such issues, please pass the information on to the person within your organisation who does. 

Please share/display the enclosed information so as many people as possible are aware of all the services and 
facilities available to them. 

This information is also available online via: https://www.southportecocentre.com/community    

Thank you for your support. 

Anne-Marie Clegg 
Energy and Environmental Management Unit 

Sefton Council 
Ground Floor Magdalen House 

Magdalen House 
Bootle 

L20 3NJ 
0151 934 4743 

bge@sefton.gov.uk 
 

 

https://www.southportecocentre.com/community
mailto:bge@sefton.gov.uk
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Information for Schools & Community 
Groups 

Contained within this section is (click on the link to go to the relevant information): 

• A selection of funding opportunities for both schools and community groups in relation to environmental 
projects – do you have an idea but need some funding to get your project off the ground? This may help 
you out! 

• Information on the Council’s work on the Climate Emergency including consultation feedback and 
actions taken as well as headlines from the Climate Annual Report 

CLICK HERE TO GO BACK TO THE MAIN CONTENTS PAGE 



 

 

 

 
 

 
1. Free Trees for Schools and Communities – Woodland Trust 
 

The Woodlands Trust is giving away hundreds of 
thousands of trees to schools and communities. They 
are currently taking applications for trees to be delivered 
in March 2024. 
 
Who can apply?  Schools across the UK, plus 
nurseries, colleges, universities and outdoor learning 
centres. All kinds of different groups such as resident associations, sports clubs, parish 
councils, scouts, guides and many more. – deadline Jan 2024 or when packs run out. 
 
Contacts: https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/schools-and-communities/ 
  

 
2. Sustainable Drainage Systems in Schools (SUDS) – DfE 

 
The DfE are interested in working with delivery partners to reduce the risk of surface water 
flooding to schools. In addition to reducing surface water 
flood risk to schools this could also reduce the strain on 
local drainage. The DfE will consider contribution 
towards large, medium and small Sustainable Drainage 
Systems (SuDS) projects and is interested in delivering 
incremental improvements in surface water flooding risk 
reduction / adaption across the estate. The main SuDS 
Scheme types we will be considering are: 
 

• Small schemes that have minimal design/engineering e.g. small planters, small rain 
gardens, and tree pits. 
• Medium schemes e.g. medium sized planters, medium sized rain gardens. 
• Large schemes that require significant design and engineering e.g. swales, re-
landscaping and green solar roofs. 
 

Who can apply?  All state-funded schools in England (Primary and Secondary Schools, 
and DfE funded sixth forms who are typically part of a Secondary School). Lead Local Flood 
Authority (LLFA). Water Company (WC). Non-Profit Organisation. – deadline Friday 13th 
October 2023. 

FUNDING 

FOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL / SUSTAINABLE 

PROJECTS 

 

NEW 

 

NEW 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/schools-and-communities/


 
Contacts: https://www.find-government-grants.service.gov.uk/grants/sustainable-drainage-
systems-suds-in-schools-202425-1#summary 

 
 
3. Sea-changers Main Grants Fund 

 

Marine conservation charities and not for profit 
organisations (including schools) based and working 
in the UK can apply for grants of up to £2,500 
towards projects and research that address the root 
causes of marine conservation threats and 
challenges in the UK, and increase the number of 
people taking action for marine conservation. The 
funding, which is being made available through the Sea-Changers Main Grants programme, 
seeks to support creative and innovative approaches which have lasting benefits and 
outcomes. Sea-Changers is particularly interested in grassroots projects which galvanise 
community action and in projects which increase the number of people taking action for 
marine conservation. 
Who can apply?  UK-based charities and not-for-profit organisations (including schools) 
carrying out marine conservation related activities – deadline 31st March 2024 
 
Contacts: https://www.sea-changers.org.uk/grants  
 

4. Tesco Community Grants  
 

The Tesco Community Grant Scheme is open to 
charities and community organisations to apply for a 
grant of up to £1,500. Every three months, three local 
good causes are selected to be in the blue token 
customer vote in Tesco stores throughout the UK.  
Priority will be given to projects that provide food and 
support to young people.     
 
Who can apply?  voluntary or community organisations (including registered 
charities/companies), schools, health bodies (e.g. Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs), 
NHS Hospital Trust, Foundation Trust), Parish/Town Councils, local authorities and social 
housing providers – funding is on-going. 
 
Contacts: https://tescocommunitygrants.org.uk/  
 
 

 

ONGOING 

 

UPDATED 

https://www.find-government-grants.service.gov.uk/grants/sustainable-drainage-systems-suds-in-schools-202425-1#summary
https://www.find-government-grants.service.gov.uk/grants/sustainable-drainage-systems-suds-in-schools-202425-1#summary
https://www.sea-changers.org.uk/grants
https://tescocommunitygrants.org.uk/


5. Nineveh Charitable Trust 
 

Grants available for a broad range of projects and 
activities that promote a better understanding of the 
environment and countryside, whilst facilitating 
improved access, education and research.  Whilst the 
Trust does not specify a minimum or maximum grant 
amount that can be applied for, an analysis of previous 
grants would suggest a maximum of £5,000 per year for 
up to three years. 
 

Who can apply?  UK based not for profit organisations and schools – deadline Ongoing. 
 

Contacts: https://www.ninevehtrust.org.uk/   
 
 

6. Garfield Weston Foundation 
 
The Garfield Weston Foundation is a grant-giving charity 
for UK registered charities. The Foundation will also 
consider applications from a limited number of exempt 
organisations - churches, educational establishments, 
hospitals and housing corporations.  Recent funding has 
supported projects in the following categories: Arts, 
Community, Education, Welfare, Medical, Religion, 
Youth and Environment. 

Who can apply?  UK registered charities. The Foundation will also consider applications 
from a limited number of exempt organisations - churches, educational establishments, 
hospitals and housing corporations – deadline ongoing 
 

Contacts:  http://www.garfieldweston.org/# 
 

CLICK HERE TO GO BACK TO INFORMATION FOR SCHOOLS & COMMUNITY GROUPS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONGOING 

 

ONGOING 

https://www.ninevehtrust.org.uk/
http://www.garfieldweston.org/


Climate Microsite and Newsletter  

 

You said, we did!  

 
Last summer, the Council ran a public climate consultation where we gathered residents’ 
views and opinions on the climate emergency and the Council’s work.  

A key takeaway was the desire for more information sharing on what the Council is doing.  

In response to this feedback we have created a climate microsite Climate Emergency 
(sefton.gov.uk) and our first climate-specific email newsletter. 

You can sign up to the quarterly newsletter by clicking on the link below. 

Get in touch (umbraco.io) 

 

 
 

Climate Annual Report 2022-23 

 

The Council have shared the latest annual report for 2022-23 which highlights the progress 
made towards our ambitious net zero 2030 target.  

The document reports that:  

• Emissions have reduced by 748 tonnes (7%) in the last year. 
• Since 2019, there has been a 2,036 tonne reduction in emissions, which is a 18% 

decrease. 
• As of April 2023, all electricity used by the Council is now generated from 100% 

renewable sources. 

https://www.sefton.gov.uk/environment/energy-and-environment/climate-emergency/climate-emergency/
https://www.sefton.gov.uk/environment/energy-and-environment/climate-emergency/climate-emergency/
https://stage-sefseven.euwest01.umbraco.io/environment/energy-and-environment/climate-emergency/climate-emergency/get-in-touch/


• 3,000 school children received climate related education from the teaching team at 
the Eco Centre in Southport. 

• Over 200 homes in the borough had energy-saving solar panels and battery storage 
installed, thanks to the Liverpool City Region’s Solar Together project. 

• Several domestic retrofit programmes were delivered across the region which 
increased the energy efficiency of local homes and helped residents save money 
on heating bills. 

 

You can read the full annual report by clicking on the link below.  

https://stage-sefseven.euwest01.umbraco.io/media/7447/climate-emergency-annual-report-
2022-23.pdf 

 

CLICK HERE TO GO BACK TO INFORMATION FOR SCHOOLS & COMMUNITY GROUPS 

https://stage-sefseven.euwest01.umbraco.io/media/7447/climate-emergency-annual-report-2022-23.pdf
https://stage-sefseven.euwest01.umbraco.io/media/7447/climate-emergency-annual-report-2022-23.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information for All Schools 

 

Contained within this section is (click on the link to go to the relevant information): 

• Eco-Savers Newsletter: All your news from the Schools’ Eco-Savers programme – want to save 
energy/water and money as well as learn more about Climate Change and the Environment? Take a look 
at this. Also features news on the Eco-Savers League for schools. 

CLICK HERE TO GO BACK TO THE MAIN CONTENTS PAGE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLICK HERE TO GO BACK TO INFORMATION FOR ALL SCHOOLS 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information for Secondary Schools Only 

Contained within this section is (click on the link to go to the relevant information): 

• Conservation Crew RSPB Join the Conservation Crew Campaign, run by the RSPB in Marshside, aimed at 
13 to 18 year olds! If you enjoy being outdoors, meeting new people and hands on conservation work, then 
this role could be the perfect opportunity for you! 

CLICK HERE TO GO BACK TO THE MAIN CONTENTS PAGE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLICK HERE TO GO BACK TO INFORMATION FOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS ONLY 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information for Householders (Community groups & 
schools to share with residents/contacts) 

Contained within this section is (click on the link to go to the relevant information): 

• Smart Meters for Households: Information on how to get hold of a smart meter to keep a check on your 
energy use! 

• Solar Together Project: Information on how residents in the Liverpool City Region can get Solar Panels 
installed via a group auction to gain the best deal. 

CLICK HERE TO GO BACK TO THE MAIN CONTENTS PAGE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLICK HERE TO GO BACK TO INFORMATION FOR HOUSEHOLDERS 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLICK HERE TO GO BACK TO INFORMATION FOR HOUSEHOLDERS 
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